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constitutions, Before the States federated they wore in-
dependent in their internal affairs. Therefore they delegated
only those powers which they thought very necessary for
common action. Their constitutions, as they stood before
1900, retained their original character even after the fede-
ration except in so far as they were affected by the assigning
of some powers to the Commonwealth Government.
This, in short, is the division of powers between the
federal governments and state governments in modern
federations. The diversity is mainly ascribable to two
reasons, (i) the different or dissimilar conditions of the
countries, and (ii) the circumstances under which federations
were formed. Where the fear of external attacks has been
great or where the federation was a result of centralising
tendencies the powers of the federal government were
wide. On the other hand, where no such tear was in
existence but the federation came by slow degrees, the idea
proceeding from the states themselves, the latter have
jealousy guarded their status gno at the time of union and
have given only minimum powers to be exercised by the
federal government,
(c)    The Residuary Powers in a Federation,
The most important part of the distribution of powers
in federations is the location of the residuary or undefined
powers.   Even the greatest amount of precision with which
the powers be divided between the federal government and
the state governments cannot succeed in assigning all the
powers which a government is capable of exercising.   It is
for this reason that the necessity of locating the residuary
powers in a federation becomes paramount in the framing
of a federal constitution.   This is done either by locating
them in one of the two governments, the federal and the
provincial, or by giving them both concurrent powers.   In
U. S. A,, Switzerland and Australia  the residuary powers
are assigned to the sfcate governments, whereas in Canada